The traditions and P. Manning's study of human migrations suggest that riverbanks, seashores, and lakesides were among the early zones of human habitation in Igboland during the foraging era.
5 Their strategic locations enabled foragers to sustain themselves with the resources of both the riverain and forest ecological zones. In addition, it was easier, faster, and safer for them to travel on the rivers than through the thickly forested areas populated by wild and dangerous carnivores.
Foragers possessed tools that enabled them to carry out their daily economic activities. They used Archeulian hand axes (egbugbu) for hunting, "woodworking, scraping skins, and especially skinning and butchering animals."
6 Other tools were traps (onya), and bows (uta) and arrows (aku) for hunting and for defending themselves against carnivores. Their tool kits also included sharpened sticks (mbazi) for hunting and for digging up wild growing yams (adu), cocoyams (ede inyamkpe), and other root crops. Those who lived near riverbanks manufactured nets and boats made of reed and tropical bamboo rafts for fishing.
The tools of hunter-gatherers were relatively simple, and some have described foragers as "jacks of all trades and masters of none."
7 But it needs to be borne in mind that forgers developed special skills-relevant to their needs-in hunting, fishing, and other economic activities. In addition, the making of hand axes, which were shaped in different sizes and forms, involved skills in stone technology that attained increasing complexity over many millennia. Similarly, foragers displayed a lot of dexterity in carving and polishing some of the stone tools they used for ritual purposes.
Furthermore, as a result of their organizational ability, foragers were able to accomplish their daily tasks without a large labor force. Their population density was probably low for a variety of reasons. As nomads, foragers lived in one area for a certain period, and once its resources were exhausted, they moved to another location of abundant fauna and flora. Such periodic migrations required small family size, especially when it became necessary for them to relocate quickly and abruptly from a hostile environment associated with droughts, carnivorous animals, malaria fever, or other tropical diseases. Shaw speculated that in Igboland and other parts of the West African forest region a few dozen persons belonging to different families formed a band, their major social organization. 8 He further hypothesized that the occupational division of labor along gender lines and the patrilineal system of kinship (which became a major feature of traditional Igbo society) evolved during foraging.
9 Men, for example, who became the family heads, took on the more arduous responsibility of hunting wild animals like elephants, lions, and hyenas, while women were engaged in a more reliable source of food supply involving the collection of root crops, vegetables, and fruits. As for the band, the oldest male member became its leader, and he, with other family heads, offered ritual sacrifices to the ancestors, arbitrated disputes, and determined when it would be propitious for the band to relocate to another area.
10
Foragers led a nomadic life that did not promote the accumulation of resources. Their society was therefore largely egalitarian, and there were no sharp differences in wealth and power among them. Available evidence shows that foragers did not engage in trade, and they also lacked storage and
